a dog that used to be like that- everything was backwards to her but she
eventually learned! There are also dogs who react inappropriately in
situations and “put off” other dogs who don’t understand why they are
acting that way. You may also see differences in how they express certain
emotions such as dominance; they may also do things like put their head
over another dog’s shoulders to display dominance. Dogs may also be more
subtle in their expressions since they can pick up on more detailed aspects
than humans can. Also note that dogs with pricked ears and no tails are
harder for other dogs to read as they can’t totally see how they are moving.

Human to/from Dog Language: Obviously the biggest difference is that we
have two legs and they have four, but the issue with human/dog language is
that many things that are considered friendly to us such as walking straight
up face to face, extending a hand and greeting is translated completely
differently to dogs. Humans have to realize that they may be inadvertently
causing the issue or reaction merely because of body language. Dogs
cannot initially read out intent, they are reading root body movement, so
we have to be aware and change how we are moving in order to
communicate effectively with our canine friends.

Homework Exercises:

1. Eight times, spend at least a half hour watching/evaluating dog body
language with dogs you do not know. It can be at a park, in your
neighborhood, at a shelter, rescue meet and greet, etc Write down
what you notice about the different body parts and what they are
doing. Note the breed or guessed breed of the dog and describe
what type of ears and tails they have. Feel free to take videos and
re-evaluate later. This MUST be done with dogs you do not know or
own.

2. With your own dog at least once per day for a week, do any type of
exaggerated body language and see how your dog responds.
Describe what you did and what your dog did in response. What did
you learn from your dog’s response?
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- Growling: Essentially they are doing this to keep others at bay
HOWEVER there are appropriate and inappropriate growls. An
appropriate growl is when a dog is cornered or doesn’t have an
“exit.” Inappropriate is basically anything else. | would never
correct or punish one that is appropriate.

- Grunt/Huffing/Puffing: the dog is expressing annoyance. | call
this the dog trying to get the last word.

- Talking: The dog is trying to get a point across and other
vocalizations didn’t work. Also note that some breeds are more
prone to talking. Rottweilers have something called the rottie
rumble where they growl for every emotion both good and bad.

Putting the Puzzle Together

That was a lot of information to digest but lo and behold, it gets harder!
Now you have to read the full body, take note of the body language and put
the puzzle together quickly to try to determine the dog’s emotions or
reasons for displaying certain behaviors. It is very rarely going to be black
and white and evaluations are subjective, however reading the whole dog
can certainly help to pinpoint what the dog is feeling.

When you are evaluating a dog and trying to read body language, there are
some other layers to take into consideration in addition to the body
language itself. You must also look at “who” the dog is interacting with at
the time whether it be human or another animal. Many times the way they
interact with each can be decoded just based on the natural differences.

Dog to/from Dog Language: This is the most natural level of communication
between dogs because for the most part, they will both have the same basis
of understanding for dog specific body language. This means that they may
be able to read each other more quickly and deeply because it is their
language, but that is not always the case. There are some dogs who don’t
understand their own language and that makes it harder to evaluate. | have
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distinguish the emotion behind it is to read the whole body at the same
time they are vocalizing. You also have to listen for the duration and
frequency. Longer vocals can indicate that the dog doesn’t feel they are
getting their point across and won’t back down. More frequent can mean
they feel something is urgent, high level or important to them.

High pitched: Can be happy excitement and welcoming/hello
sound, eagerness or playfulness.

High pitched only at the end: This usually denotes frustration
butin some instances can denote an excited dog trying to
control themselves (also a level of frustration).

Low pitched/Deep barks: suspicion, warning, defensiveness,
caution. Generally means they want you to back off or go away.
Can lead to aggression if not heeded/corrected or worked with.

Yelp: pain, startle or loneliness. Usually a sudden outburst. Side
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note, many people will “yelp” to try to teach a puppy bite
inhibition however the one thing they never tell anyone about
this is that it is VERY SPECIFIC to puppies that are 5-8 weeks of
age when a dog is with its litter. It will generally not work after 8
weeks of age and many pups interpret this as play with humans
after 8 weeks of age because it is a method more common from
dog to dog communication and not human to dog and after 8
weeks, the development stage makes it mean something

different.

Howling: There really isn’t a solid definition or reason for this.
Some dogs do it when happy, some to announce their presence
and some do it to equalize the pressure in their ears due to loud
noises like sirens.

Whining/Crying: This is another vocalization that can mean
anything from excitement to fear and pain. Reading the whole
body language will help decode what is means.
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Avoidance: The dog is either trying to
show complete submission oris trying to
avoid confrontation.

Hackles: Simply put, this is something dogs do when they don’t know how
to reconcile the emotions that they are feeling. While there is a wives tale
that this means aggression, it doesn’t but there is a root of truth in there.
When a dog can’t reconcile their emotions, that is a sign that the handler
needs to step in and be the leader to give guidance. If they don't, then it
can escalate to aggression, which is where the wive's tale comes from. Also
called Piloerection.

A N

Vocalizations: Let’s preface this section with the understanding that just
like people, dogs have different voices, intonations, volume, etc. So we
need to keep this in mind when discussing vocalizations.

There are sooooooooo many levels to this so we will try to be succinct in
explanations or this could go on for pages and pages. And the best way to
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